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Kreisler, Backhaus, Horowitz, Piatigorsky and Novotna
for instance, with young Yehudi Menuhin walking up
with the beaters in view of being the junior member
present. Novotna, the Czechoslovakia*! singer, would
probably prove the best shot in that iqwpage: she browns
partridges by the score on her husband's vast estates in
their homen:ouQtry.

Luncheon would be a great event, brought out under
the care of Menuhin/^, who would escort his daughter
Hepb&ibah, Ida Haendel, Guila Bustabo, Grace Moore,
Lisa Minghetti, and Diana Napier. After lunch Mr. Holt
could tell some stories, and I expect Menuhin pfct would
produce a fresh contract for Yehudi for signature. Mr,
Holf s latest treasure is a black-and-white check scarf
presented to him by Hephzibah ("Yew" and "Hep" in
the home circle): he rather resembles a Dalmatian when
he wears it in the evenings,

Musicians are not generally very sporting (they
normally have to take such care of theit hands), though
I believe Kubelik once had a partridge shoot in Hungary,
and Backhaus likes a game of billiards. Some of them
place their art first and the box office second (most
reverse the order), with everything else among the "also
tans/* One recalls the great Mr- Barnum who had
engaged Jenny Lind for his show* "And how is the
great diva singing to-night?** he was asked* "I don't
know. Pve not been found to the box office yet/* he
replied.

Let us quote Mr, Holt's classic telegram. With
one of the gramophone chiefs he was listening to the
records of a new soprano. Picture him nodding his head
portentously, exclaiming "Yes, the quality's there all
right," and nodding again Ms assent as the singct took